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By Jack Anderson .
The dramatic appearance of
a U.S, naval task force in the
Rav of Bengal on the eve of
lehe Pakistani - surrender, it

; now appears, didn’t intimidate

india - at. all '~ but merely
strengthened - her . ties with
Russta, e

~

In New Delhi, Soviet Am.
bassador Nikolai M. Pegoy
gave India secret agsuranuty
that “a Soviet fleet 18 now. it

- {the Indlan Ocean end .. wili

mt atiow the

Seventh Fleet to

He also promiged, in case ¢
a Chinese attack across tho Hi.
malayas, that Rusda “womld
open ‘a diversionary.action In
Sinkiang.” In shorf, he prom.
ised - Saviet ‘military. actigh
against - both “the U8, and
China‘ if they intervened on
Pakistan's side. L
™ The fascinating story of big.
power intrigue during' the In.
dian-Pakistan. fighting ' s 1old
in secret diplomatic dispatches
and intelligence reports. .

1t was precisely this sort of
secret maneuvering that got

‘|the US. deeply ‘embroiled in

the “Vietnam war befors’ thg
American. people = realizes
what was going on. We delieve
it “18 in - the "public interost,
therefore, to publish: sxcerpts

- from-the secret documients,

In ‘earHor columns, we told
how presidentisl  adviser
Henry  Klssinger  assured re-
porters the U.3. wasn’t anti-In-
din ‘at the samo time he was

Instructing government poliny-

988 “show .a? force,

batiled Daces’ it the  need

makers {0 take steps against
Indla, . U
“The  President . does': 'not
want to bé ‘evenhanded,” Kis-
singér oiniphasized at their se.
‘cret dfrategy seéssions. “The
Prajident believes India is the
attagker, o 0
Wrong Side )
_The State Department’s pro-|-
fesslonnls argued “that, mor-
ally, the 17,8, should be on the
side of tha - Bengalis, who
wanted. thefr - independence
from_. Pakistan, The exports
lso - Warned that . President
Nixon's “pro-Palistan  policy ||
would . 6nly drive. India into

Soviot gems, 0

~Eigdinger gruffly disputed
tula, ‘saying of India’s Prime
Ministor Indira. Gandhi: “The
lady 18 eold bipoded and tough
and will not furn India‘into a
Boviot  satellity ' merely - be-|
eauso of plgge, -t T T
- Wepdiug Kisdinger” and dis-
regorviding the' profedsional ad-
vige, ‘Mr. Nivon took a tougl)
starul ot the United Natinng
agningt India and: otdered the
Seventh Floet td Botitl A« tosk
foree Into Indian witors, B
T'his was ,deﬂnlt‘el?';mtandaﬁ
*-although.

tha flotllla had the additional
missfon of evacuating
stranded Amerloans from em:

aroae, b v R TR

-Plans * were _inade, ~means
while, t6 arrange provocative
leaks In. such places asg Dy
kgrta, Manila -and- Singaporg,
of tho. task. forge's approch,
By the. time tha ahips hatl gs:
sembled ‘in the Mpladea Strait
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India
gether. ‘A secret intelligence
report, giving a “reliable” ac-
. {count” of Soviet Ambasshdor
¥ |Nikolai Pegov’s eonversations
with Indian officials, declared:

movement of the U.S..Seventh
Fleet*is 'an effort by the U.S.]
‘to bully'India, to discourage it
from “striking -against- West
»Pakistan and at the same time
to ~boost the moralé “of th

bdtﬁ the Indians and Soviets
were ‘well aware they were on
the way. . : L

; i Y
This ‘merely served to bring]
and  Russia - eloser to-

“Pegov stated that Pakistan

is -trying to draw both the
United States and China into
the present conflict. The So-

viet Union, however, does not
helieve  that
will intervens,

elther country

“According to’ Pegov, the

Pakistani forces, & o> .
" “Pegov ‘noted that a Soviet

flset, 15: now in-the Indian
Oeedy rand ihat the  Soviet
Unlon’ will not allow the Sev.|
unth IMleet to intervene;
Sovlet Threat .
I -China should decide to
intervane,” said Pegov, “the
Bhoviet Union would open a'di-
versionary action in Sinkiang.
Pegov also commented . that
‘after. Dacea is liberated and
the- Bangladesh government is
installed, - both the U.S. and
China will be unable to act
and will change their current
attitude toward the erisis,” . .

Another ‘intelligence report,

Alving the secret details of So-

when Kuznetsov sent him

viet Deputy Foreign Minister
Vasily Kuznetsov's mission to! .

PRV —

o e

U.S. Task Force Didn’t Frighten India

India, - indicates ' there had
been some Soviet impatience
over the pace of the Indian
blitzkreig. o
Kuznetsov, after his argival
in New Delhi on Dec, 12, %0ld
Indian officials that the Kfem.
lin was “impatient with thé In-
dian armed forees for thei in
ability to liberate Bangladesh.
within the ten-day time frame
mentioned before the out
break of hostilities.”™ -
Kuznetnov pointed out, ac-
cording ‘to the secret repori,
that Soviet opposition to 2
cease-fire “becomes more hm«,
tenable the longer . the war.
goes on in the ecast. R
“Whileé Kuznetsov. said the
Soviet Union will continug to
use its veto to stall any éfforts -
to bring about a céase-fire jor
the present, he stressed the
importance of duick and déci-
sive Indian action in libefat.
ing.‘Bangladesh in the shorfvst

time possible, - :

“Kuznetsov ~ delayed his
scheduled ‘return' to "Moscow

| because’ lio ‘is awaiting specjal

instruetfons * from  Leonid
Brezhnev, greneral secretaryluf
the Soviet Communist Party,
regarding India’s request that
the Soviet Union sign a de-
{fense agreement with the Ban.
gldesh . gavernment . after. So-
viet recognition of Bangldesh.
“According:- to. Kuznetsav, .
Brezhnev was not in Mosecow
( the
request for guidance.” " -
The  Amerjean people, mean.
while, are entitled to straight
talk from their leaders, :

© Del-McCluit Syndioats
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